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alien being threatens to unravel his sanity. Wrestling 
with the knowledge that he’s made dozens of costly 
mistakes, Nick nearly buckles under the pressure, but 
he refuses to set aside his oath of service or give up 
on the people in his charge.

Midshipman’s Hope is a special treat in that it is a 
spacefaring tale steeped in both British Naval tradition 
and its own complex history, while the complex 
characters carry the story from strong begining to 
rewarding end. Nick’s rapid rise through the ranks 
may seem on the surface absurd, but Feintuch’s skillful 
delivery makes it all the more believable. Furthermore, 
the author’s knowledge of naval matters shines like a 
star through the emotional turmoil swirling around 
such a young officer, and the well-conceived science 
enriches the story without slowing its pacing.

Feintuch held my interest from the first page, 
but transitions into some of the flashbacks and dream 
sequences necessary to the story felt a bit clunky, 
forcing me to re-read a few paragraphs to sort out my 
confusion.  Also, the outcome of a few of the events 
were telegraphed, spoiling a couple of the surprises. 
Still, all in all, Midshipman’s Hope earns four talismans 
for the interesting combination of an 18th-century 
seafaring tale and modern-day space opera. After 
twenty years, Midshipman’s Hope remains a great read, 
and even though Feintuch’s name may not rank with 
the giants in the genre, the entire Seafort Saga stands 
as an equal among its more recognized peers.

— Kurt MacPhearson
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As the novel opens, a wizard named Eadred is 
sent to hunt a witch who is bringing darkness to the 
world through her magic.  Although Eadred succeeds 
in his mission, he is cursed and takes refuge in the 
Gray Isles of the title.  Another inhabitant of the Gray 

Isles is Hemlock, the orphaned son of fisherfolk who 
begins seeing a sea serpent called a loerfalos.  Eadred 
discovers that Hemlock is not the simple young man 
he appears, but a force that at once threatens the realm 
and holds the power to end his curse.

Meanwhile, a high-ranking wizard named Lorth 
of Ostarin is sent to find Eadred and question him 
about the earlier mission.  However, he soon learns 
about Hemlock and discovers he’s disappeared with 
Eadred hot on his trail.  Lorth pursues both of them, 
but before he can catch them, the Gray Isles’s ancestral 
ruler captures Hemlock.  Now, Lorth must attempt to 
free Hemlock before a great cataclysm is unleashed.

Although The Gray Isles is billed as Book Two of 
The Chronicles of Ealiron, the novel stands alone.  
Book One of the series is The Hunter’s Rede and it 
tells how Lorth became a high-ranking wizard, but 
the knowledge isn’t really needed to follow the plot 
of the second novel.

F.T. McKinstry has a lyrical voice that suits the 
ancient magic she describes.  The majesty of the gods 
and mystical forces of the novel entranced me and I 
found myself completely believing this fantasy world.  
The only issue I had was that I was occasionally so 
caught up in the lyricism and the magic that I lost the 
threads of the underlying action story.  Still, I cared 
enough about the characters and the situation that I 
found it easy enough to pick up those threads and 
move forward.  If you’re looking for a believable and 
well crafted fantasy world, you’d do well reading 
either of these novels in the Chronicles of Ealiron 
series.

— David Lee Summers

About the talisman scale:
Books are ranked on a scale of five talismans with 
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